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With only a few hours' notice, New Zealanders have quickly adjusted to lockdown once again and the Government has taken quick
steps to make additional financial supports available to businesses and self-employed people. We have summarised the financial
supports available below and we would be happy to provide further advice and assistance on any of the schemes or to assist in
making any claims.

COVID-19 W age Subsidy August 2021 Schem e
The Government's COVID-19 Wage Subsidy August 2021 provides for a two-week lump sum payment of $600 per week for each
full-time employee and $359 per week for each part-time employee. To be eligible businesses must expect a 40% drop in revenue
over the period between 17 August and 30 August 2021 as a result of the move to Alert level 4. As was the case last lockdown,
businesses should make best efforts to pay the employee's named in the application at least 80% of their usual wages and in any
event, the full subsidy rate. The Government has made it clear that if an employee's usual wages are less than the subsidy,
businesses must pay the employee their usual wages and any difference should be used for the wages of other affected staff.
Applications for the August 2021 edition of wage subsidy are open now, to find out more about eligibility and how to apply see
here.

COVID-19 Resurgence Support Paym ent
The COVID-19 Resurgence Support Payment provides a one-off payment of $1,500 per business plus $400 per full time employee
(up to 50 employees) with a maximum payment of $21,500 for any business directly affected by an increase to Alert level 2 or
higher for a week or more. Sole traders can receive a payment of up to $1,900. Businesses must have experienced at least a
30% drop in revenue or capital-raising ability over a 7-day period because of the increase in alert levels to be eligible.
Applications for the Resurgence Payment open at 8am on 24 August 2021. To find out more about eligibility and how to apply see
here.

COVID-19 Short-Term Absence Paym ent
The COVID-19 Short-Term Absence Payment helps businesses keep paying employees who are required to stay at home while
waiting for a COVID-19 test result, or to care for a dependent child who is awaiting a COVID-19 test result and cannot work from
home. This amount will be a one-off sum of $350 for each eligible full time or part time employee. This payment is available any
time, to find out more about eligibility and how to apply see here.

COVID-19 Leave Support Schem e
The COVID-19 Leave Support Scheme helps employers pay employees who have been asked to self-isolate and who cannot work
from home. Eligible employers will receive $585.80 a week for full time workers (working 20 hours or more a week) and $350 a
week for part time workers (working less than 20 hours a week). This payment can also be used to help pay employees who need
to stay home and look after a dependent child who is required to self-isolate or individuals with a higher risk of severe symptoms of
COVID-19 and who need to self-isolate on medical advice. This payment is available any time, to find out more about eligibility
and how to apply see here.
Stay safe!
This article was written by Sherridan Cook (partner) and Phina Conroy (solicitor).
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